Brethren, 

The 46 Convention is over. I thank Chapter 15 for once again hosting it.   

 Those of you who have had the experience of hosting a convention will understand the work and difficulties involved.

As usual, Chapter 15 proved themselves to be up to the task, and under the circumstances, they did  rather well.

We are grateful for their work. 

I thank all the Brothers and Sisters who took part in it.

I thank Brother  Peter Maris and Brother Bob Papadatos of Chicago who drove all this distance to be with us and for their joining the Chapter at large. They will attempt to form their own local Club. Let us all give them all the help and encouragement we can.  

I thank the Chapters representatives for their participation and for honoring me for the third time to serve as President of  the  Executive Board of the Orthodox Square Clubs of America International. I thank Brother Bill Dupkanic for, once again, donning the heavy mantle of Secretary of the International. Bill’s experience and expertise is of paramount importance to OSCA. Welcome back Brother Bill. 

While I am happy for the honors bestowed upon me, I am at the same time apprehensive of the heavy burden placed on my shoulders. 

The state of the International, as you all know, is in a rather poor condition. The membership is aging and slowly falling off the active participation.

As you all know the organization has been, and still is on a steep decline of membership.  

God knows, I have tried my best to inject some new life in the ranks but “one stone does not make a wall”.

If the organization is to survive and prosper new and younger blood is needed. The infusion of new blood can only be done by the continual efforts not only by the members of the Executive Board but by the efforts of every member of every Chapter.

The future and indeed the very existence of this  organization of noble goals is facing its end, unless all of us roll up our sleeves and begin a new campaign  of publicizing its worthy goals and attract hew members to its ranks.

The members of the Board can lead with ideas and initiatives, but without the full cooperation of the members, the efforts of the Board, more often than not, produce no results.

Therefore, my Brethren, I appeal to each and every one of you to make your best effort and revitalize your local Chapters by publicizing the noble goals and aims of the organization among the Master Masons of our faith in your Lodges. 

Good Luck to all of us and May our Lord Jesus Christ bless you with health and happiness.

Bro. Trifon Tsatsos – President OSCA International.

